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The present invention relates to a sight tard 
index with a pile .of index cards lYing behïnd 
each other. 
In such sight card indexes if is desirable to 
have the separate carO.s in the pile easily sep- 
arable from each other, so that the lettering 
becomes visible and the desired card can easily 
be found. 
For this purpose, in the sight card index 
cording to the present invention, at least one 
flap if fltted to the index cards above their 
longitudinal middle, so that the loweï part of 
the fiap can swivel away from the card. 
Che execution of the object of the invention 
is illustrated by way of example in the accom- 
panying drawing, where 
Fg. I shows a front view of an index card, 
Fig. 2 a side view of the saine and 
Fig. 3 a side view of a number of cards 
ranged Che behind the 0ther. 
The index card I shown in the drawing has 
at both sides, near the upper edge, a slit 2, which 
serves for taking a flap 3 consisting of trans- 
parent celluioid. The flaps 3 are provided at 
two opposite sides with a cut 4. The parts of 
the card  adjacent to the slit 2 lie in these 
cuts 4 of the fiaps 3 so that the latter are held 
tippable in the slits -. In order to be able fo 
introduce the fiaps into the slits 2, a eut  is 
ruade in the flap at r right angles to the cuts 
4, so that two wings are ruade in the fiaps and 
can be pushed partly over each other. In this 
way the width of the fiap, at the part leading 
into the slit and provided with the eut , can 
be tempoïarily 6dminished and the fiap thus in- 
troduced into the slit 2 in the card . 
As can be seen from Fig. 3, as soon as a slight 
pressure is exerted on the upper edge of the 
fiaps 3 and no pressing is present on the cards 
normal to their sight surface and they are in 
a suitable upright position, the flaps 3 cause 
the cards to move out like a fart from each other, 
so that the lettering in their upper edges is vis- 
ible and easy to read. 
Instead of two flaps only one can be arranged, 
for instance in the middle of the card. 
Instead of the transparent ceiluloid flaps, flaps 
of some other material can be used, for instance 
moral flaps, which in order to save space can 
be ruade thinner than the celluloid fiaps while 
still having appïoximately the saine bending 
strength. 
What I claire is: 
1. An index card unit comprising a pack of 
cards lying one behind another, each of a plu- 

2 
rality of said cards having a slit that is elosed 
at both ends and is spaced from the edges of 
the card; being approximately parallel fo che 
edge of the card, a flap of resilient material 
5 having a width greater than the length of said 
slit, said flap ' having notches opposite che an- 
other in its side edges at approximately the 
middle of the flap in a lengthwise direction to 
provide a portion of reduced wîdth which is te- 
l0 ceived in and extends through the slit of the 
card and to provide shoilders which engage the 
card at opposite sides of a line forming an ex- 
tension of said slit, the engagement of the op- 
posite edges of the slit With opposite sides of the 
15 ïlap and the engagement of said shoulders with 
the Card tending resfliently to ti!t the flap at an 
ang.le to the plane of säid card to separate ad- 
jacent cards slightly when unconfined, said flap 
bein freely swingable about said slit as a pivot 
20 further to separate adjacent cards angularly 
from one another while remaining fiat, said cards 
being wholly Unconnected and free from one 
another and freely liftable completely out of 
the pack by said fiaps. 
2 2. An index card unit comprising a pack of 
cards lying one behind another, each of a plural- 
ity of said cards having a slit that is closed at 
both ends and is spaced from the edges of the 
card, being approximately parallel to one edge of 
3O the card, a flap of resilient transparent material 
having a width greater than the length of said 
slit, said fiap having notches opposite one another 
in its side edges af approximately the middle of 
the fiap in a lengthwise direction to provide a 
35 portion of reduced width which is received in and 
extends through the slit in the card and to pro- 
vide shoulders which engage the card af opposite 
sides of a line forming an extension of said slit, 
said flap having a slit extending up from the 
4O !ower edge of the fiap and intersecting a lïne con- 
necting said notches, the engagement of the 
opposite edges of the slit in the card with oppo- 
site sides of the flap and the engagement of said 
shoulders with the card tending resiliently to tilt 
45 the fiap to a position ai an angle to the plane of 
said card, said flap being freely swingable about 
said slit as a pivot to separate adjacent cards 
angularly from one another whfle remaining fiat, 
said cards being wholly unconnected and frei 
O from one another and freely liftable completely 
out of the pack by said flaps. 
3. A card index comprising a plurality of sep- 
arate and unconnected cards, each of saïd cards 
having a slit that is closed at both ends and is 
 spaced from and approximately parallel to the 
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upper edge of the card, a flap of resilient trans- 
parent material having a width greater than the 
length of the slit, said flap having notches oppo- 
site one another in ifs side edges fo provide a por- 
tion of reduced width which is received in and 
extends through said slit and fo provide shoul- 
ders at the opposite sides of said notches which 
engage opposite faces of the card on opposite 
sides of a line forming an extension of said slit, 
the engagement of the opposite edges of said slit 
with opposite faces of said flap and the engage- 
ment of said shoulders with the card tending 
ïesiliently to tilt the flap to a position at an angle 
to the plane of said card to spread adjacent cards 
slightly apart, said flap projecting above the 
upper edge of the card and being freely swingable 
about said slit as a pivot further to separate 
adjacent cards angularly from one another while 
remaining fiat, said cards being wholly uncon- 
nected and free from one another and freely lift- 
able completely out of the pack by said flaps. 
4. A card index comprising a pack of caïds 
.lying one behind another, each of a plurality of 
said cards having a slit below and approximiately 
parallel to the upper edge of the card and above 
its longitudinal center line, and a flap associated 
with each of said slitted cards, said flap being 
formed of resilient material and having a width 
greater than the length of the slit with notches 
in opposite side edges in the raid-portion of the 
flap to form a portion of reduced width which is 
received in and extends through the slit to pro- 
vide a hinge connection between the flap and said 
card, the top portion of the flap projecting above 
the top of the card and the lower portion of the 
flap projecting below said slit on the opposite side 
of the card from the top portion, pivotal move- 
ment of the flap about said slit as an axis causing 
the lower portion of the flap to swing out away 
from the card and separate adjacent cards angu- 
larly from one another while remaining substan- 
tially fiat, said cards being wholly unconnected 
and free from one another and being freely lift- 
able completely out of the pack without lifting 
adjacent cards. 
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5. A card index comprising a pack of cards of 
uniform height lying one behind another in an 
approximately upright position, each of succes- 
sive cards having a slit below and approximately 
5 parallel to the upper edge of the card and in the 
upper quarter of the card, and a flap associated 
with each of said slitted cards, said flap being 
formed of resilient material and having a width 
greater than the length of said slit with notches 
10 in opposite side edges in the raid-portion of the 
flap to forma portion of reduced width which is 
ïeceived in and extends through said slit to pro- 
vide a hinge connection between the flaps and 
said card, the top portion of the flap projecting 
1G up above the upper edge of the card and the lower 
portion of the flap projecting below said slit and 
lying wholly on the opposite side of the card from 
the top portion, said flap being freely swingable 
about said slit as an axis to engage adjacent 
20 cards and separate them angularly from one 
another while remaining substantially fiat, said 
cards being wholly unconnected and free from 
one another and being individually liftab]e com- 
pletely out of the pack. 
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